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The early morning light plays across the gentle dunes of the Namib Desert at Dune Camp.
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                    walked alone from my tent one 
             afternoon and was soon enveloped by the 
gentle curves of the dunes of the NamibRand Nature 
Reserve. It was so quiet that I could hear only my 
thoughts, but the desert was alive: a beetle scurried 
across the sand, birds circled overhead and far in the 
distance oryx stood motionless against red dunes. 
Everywhere blue skies, golden grass and red sands 
created a canvas of a thousand exquisite pictures.

NamibRand forms part of the Namib Desert and 
covers around 200 000 hectares, making it one of 
the largest private reserves in the world. Namibian 
businessman Albi Brückner, who established the 
reserve in the early 1990s, purchased 13 sheep 
farms over the next few years and removed all the 
fences, creating a seamless wilderness that today is 
100 kilometres long and 30 kilometres wide. Albi’s 
dream was to extend the desert wilderness of the 
adjoining Namib Naukluft National Park and create 
a place where wild animals could run free and 
where visitors could share in the beauty – forever. 

The future of NamibRand is secured in a trust and 
the management of the park is handled by a team 
of experienced game wardens. 

In 1993 Stephan Brückner, Albi’s youngest son, 
created Wolwedans (the name of one of the farms), 
which today has four intimate camps that give 
visitors access to this amazing place. 

‘The whole reserve accommodates fewer than 
80 visitors,’ says Stephan. ‘Our plan is that each 
person should always have more than 1 000 
hectares to explore.’

Wolwedans has vast appeal to people looking for 
an authentic experience, without air-conditioning, 
spas or hairdryers. The rooms are made entirely 
from wood and canvas and are minimalist in 
design – and that’s the way people love it. Guests 
stay a minimum of two days and often much longer. 
A man I met had booked in alone for seven days to 
experience the healing power of nature. Another 
guest burst into tears when she stepped into her 
room and looked at the view. 

Wolwedans is one of the largest 

private reserves in the world 

… a vast expanse of sand, 

mountains and blissful views 

that can be enjoyed at a number 

of wonderful camps, including 

Dune Camp (above left and 

opposite) and Boulders Camp 

(above right).

Wolwedans Collection

NamibRand Natu�  Reserve
NAMIBIA
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Vistas of grass and endless mountains create spectacular views from Dune Lodge 

(opposite top) as well as Dune Camp (above), both of which are built on stilts on 

top of a 250-metre high sand dune. At the intimate dining room of Dune Camp the 

chocolate mousse dessert was announced in the local Nama dialect – an entire sentence 

of extraordinary clicks. The serenity and setting of Private Camp (below and below 

left) is unspeakably beautiful. The self-contained camp is a fi rst choice for those 

wanting solitude and a romantic setting.

W O L W E D A N S  C O L L E C T I O N

Private Camp is ideal for those wanting absolute 
privacy and solitude, and is a favourite choice of 
honeymooners and families with small children. 
This self-contained camp with two double rooms, 
a kitchen and dining area is an out-of-this-world 
experience, with a romantic sala where you can lie 
in a large shaded bed surrounded by a sea of sand. 

Dune Lodge enjoys a similar setting and 
atmosphere to Dune Camp, but instead of 
tents the stilted camp has wooden structures 
with roll-down blinds, a library, a dining room, a 
swimming pool and a wine cellar. Mountain View 
Suite is a short walk away, with 200 square metres 
of decking and a large private lounge, bedroom 
and dining area. 
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Dune Camp has six tents built on stilts atop 
250-metre-high grass-covered dunes. The views 
of mountains and sand are spectacular and so is 
the atmosphere. While it is customary in many 
camps in Africa for dinner to be announced 
by the staff, hearing it spoken in Nama in the 
charming wooden dining room is endearing. The 
local language is made up of a series of clicks, and 
because there are no words for chocolate mousse 
and other such luxuries guests are instead given 
such imaginative and roundabout descriptions as 
‘the dish is soft, tastes like sugar and is brown in 
colour’. The staff cannot help but guffaw at their 
own ingenuity. 

Investing in the community

Stephan Brückner believes in investing in the Wolwedans staff, all of whom are 
Namibian citizens and many hailing from the nearby Maltahöhe district. Some 

years ago Wolwedans started the Namibian Institute of Culinary Education (NICE) in 
Windhoek, which is a school and restaurant that plays an important role in providing 
skilled chefs to the Namibian tourism industry. More recently Wolwedans established 
the Desert Academy School (above), where 16 students a year are hand-picked to 
take part in a training programme in housekeeping, waitering, administration, front 
offi ce, kitchen and other housekeeping functions. By the end of 2011, the Wolwedans 
Desert Academy will have trained (and graduated) over 150 young Namibians, 
enabling them to secure meaningful employment in the hospitality sector. A school 
complex consisting of classrooms, a training kitchen and student accommodation is 
in the making, pending excess operational funds and outside support.
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W O L W E D A N S  C O L L E C T I O N

Stephan Brückner (above right), behind the lens photographing Boulders, runs Wolwedans and is the son 

of Albi, who started the extraordinary reserve. When building here he was particularly careful to tread 

gently on a landscape where stunning Commiphora trees cling to the rocks. ‘The San used to gather here 

for celebrations,’ he told me.
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The latest camp to be built – and by far the most 
sophisticated – is Boulders Camp. It lies in the 
south of the reserve against a tumbled backdrop 
of massive granite boulders, two hours’ drive from 
the other camps, and is especially popular with 
international movie stars. It has fi ve spacious tents 
and a central living and kitchen area overlooking 
a fertile valley where clans of San used to gather 
each year to hunt, feast, socialise and share ideas. 
Stephan has trodden as lightly as possible on this 
landscape, which has been proposed as a future 
National Heritage Site.

‘We could dismantle all the camps in a few days,’ 
he told me, ‘and after the fi rst rains there would be 
no sign that we were ever here.’

BOULDERS CAMP  The most recent addition to the 

Wolwedans Collection is in an exquisite region of the 

reserve and is built beneath a tumble of granite boulders 

that seem to have been placed here by some giant’s hand. 

Guests stay for a minimum of three nights, enjoying 

game drives, walks and quiet contemplation in one of 

the most extraordinary settings in Africa. 
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In the Namib Desert zebra, oryx, ostrich and other smaller creatures have 

devised fascinating ways in which to survive their harsh surroundings. 

Note the camoufl age of this beetle (left) and the nutritious camelthorn 

seed pods (far left), which are a prized source of food for many animals.
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NamibRand is in the southern Namib Desert – a narrow arid 
strip along the west coast of southern Africa that receives just 

under 100 millimetres of rainfall a year. It is the oldest and most species-
rich desert in the world and the plants and animals that survive here 
depend almost entirely on the life-sustaining water of coastal fog that 
is carried inland on desert winds.

The views rival Sossusvlei (the very popular tourist destination about 
80 kilometres to the north), but here at NamibRand visitors get to 
experience the sea of sand almost entirely on their own. During the 
day it is also possible to go on guided nature drives over the vegetated 
dunes and past massive outcrops of granite. Oryx, ostrich, springbok, 
jackal and mongoose are readily seen and well adapted to survive in this 
arid landscape. Oryx, for example, have special chambers in their nostrils 

that help them to regulate their body temperature, and they can survive 
almost entirely on the moisture obtained from eating plants. Even the 
gnarled, time-tortured vegetation has developed its own fascinating 
survival techniques. 

There is also mystery here. Throughout the reserve are millions 
of bare, circular patches of earth, between two and three metres in 
diameter. These fairy circles, as they are called, occur from the Northern 
Cape in South Africa to southern Namibia and, although they are most 
probably caused by termite activity, nobody knows for sure. Interesting 
experiments have shown that plants will in fact grow in the soil, but 
only if it is removed from the site. At NamibRand there is a project 
whereby people can adopt a fairy circle and so make a donation to 
support desert ecology projects.

Desert wonders

A lone oryx (above) stands sentinel on 

a dune at Wolwedans. The Namib is a 

wondrous place and the fairy circles (left) 

that dot the landscape enhance the magic 

of the forbidding terrain.
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M O W A N I  M O N T A I N  C A M P  &  C A M P  K I P W E

            owani takes its name from M’Wane, 
                 meaning ‘Place of God’. At dawn and dusk, 
when the crumbled and ancient granite rocks turn 
soft pinks and purples and long shadows outline 
the mountains, the incredible views of Namibia’s 
dry and mountainous Damaraland landscape are 
just heavenly indeed! 

Designed and built by André Louw (also 
co-owner of Onguma, see page 55), Mowani’s 
evocative domed dining and living areas echo the 
boulders between which they are built – there is 
a sense of living in a tastefully decorated African 
village. The 12 luxury thatched units, all dwarfed by 
the massive boulders surrounding them, are built 

on stilts in East African safari style and each enjoys 
stupendous views.

On a rocky outcrop nearby, with open-sided 
living spaces, is The Suite, one of the most 
spectacular spaces I have ever had the pleasure 
of indulging in. It has a romantic indoor as well as 
outdoor bathroom and comes with a butler who 
serves meals on a private deck. The lounge has its 
own music centre and satellite television. Mowani 
also has two smaller suites – the Mini Suite and 
the Luxury Suite – in the same design. Both are 
decorated in the style that has made Mowani 
the most aesthetically designed luxury camp in 
Damaraland. 

Mowani Mountain Camp & 
Camp Kipwe

Twyfe� ontein, Damaraland  
NAMIBIA

MOWANI  At Mowani, 

architecture mimics nature in 

the most rounded way. The 

lodge has exquisite comforts 

and is a window onto a dry 

and forbidding landscape, 

where guests can set off 

each day in search of desert 

elephant as they follow the 

course of the sandy rivers.

M
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Mowani Mountain Camp is the ultimate retreat, and a place of peace, tranquillity and solitude.
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Mowani and Kipwe are located in Damaraland’s 
Twyfelfontein Conservancy (a World Heritage Site 

containing southern Africa’s most extensive collection 
of petroglyphs, or rock engravings, left by San hunter-
gatherers) between the Ugab and the Huab rivers. It 
is a traditional communal area where the indigenous 
inhabitants and their livestock live unfenced from free-
ranging desert rhinos and elephants as they have for 
hundreds of years. 

Staying at either camp, there are guided excursions to 
explore the historical site of Twyfelfontein. The ‘fountain of 
doubt’ has rare examples of San engravings and paintings 
occurring at the same site. This wonderful archaeological 
location offers more than 2,500 engravings as well as vari-
ous rock paintings, and is the fi nest and most extensive 
example of petroglyphs in sub-Saharan Africa.

ancient art collection

M O W A N I  M O N T A I N  C A M P  &  C A M P  K I P W E

elegant with comfortable leather couches, rough- 
hewn chunks of wood used as small tables, and 
colourful woven lights that cast a warm evening 
glow.  Close by is an outside boma for fi re-cooked 
meals beneath the stars and a tantalising 
swimming pool built into the koppie. 

The desert-adapted elephants that roam vast 
distances daily in their search for water and food 
are frequently encountered here on game drives 
during the dry winter season from June to October. 
It is more diffi cult to track black rhinos as these 
shy creatures tend to head into hard-to-reach 
places during the day. So be prepared to wake up 
before sunrise and, should you fi nd fresh spoor at 
a waterhole, to be on the trail for several hours. 
Whether you fi nd them or not, the journey will be 
an adventure.

Both Mowani and Kipwe are situated roughly 
midway between the popular destinations of 
Swakopmund and Etosha National Park. After 
the long and dusty drive, they offer a wonderful 
oasis in which to relax thoroughly and enjoy 
the wonders of semi-arid Damaraland. Each has 
spectacular sundowner spots and if you do nothing 
else, watching the giant red orb that energises our 
planet slipping over the desert mountains is an 
absolute must!
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Mowani also has a smaller sister camp called 
Camp Kipwe, which is located at the foot of a 
nearby hill. Its name means ‘blessed’ in Swahili, and 
the camp is the latest addition to the Visions of 
Africa ensemble. It also lies embraced within the 
fortress-like encirclement of massive boulders and 
faces east towards the Aba Huab River. Kipwe is a 
sensually textured camp that echoes the natural 
surroundings most seductively. The nine rooms 
and suite are circular in shape, with large outside 
decks perfectly sited  to give full expression to 
the views. The outdoor, partially open bathrooms 
adjoining the bedrooms have tinted cement and 
rock walls, and roofs supported by rough mopane 
timbers. Hot water is supplied by traditional safari 
wood-burning ‘donkey’ boilers.

The central area of the camp is raised and 
comprises four thatched domes which also echo 
the natural boulder-dominated surroundings. 
These comprise a reception area and curio shop, 
dining room, lounge and bar, all with endless 
amazing views. The interiors are simple and yet 

CAMP KIPWE  Built at the 

foot of the same mountains 

as its sister camp Mowani, 

this intimate camp offers 

travellers the same wonderful 

comforts and stunning vistas 

of Damaraland’s rock tumbled 

landscape. Near the lodge is the 

fascinating Twyfelfontein rock-

art site (opposite bottom).
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O N G U M A  S A F A R I  C A M P S

        ising up from the wide plains of Namibia’s 
                 Etosha National Park is Onguma The Fort, 
a lodge as dramatic as the landscape on which it 
stands. The lodge’s 12-metre-high tower affords 
guests endless views across the bushveld and 
over the Etosha Pan. It’s design is a combination 
of Moroccan and other African infl uences and the 
structure has thick, roughly plastered walls the 
colour of red sand and intricately carved African 
and Indian antique doors. Inside, away from the 
heat and dust, is a courtyard with trickling water 
and tastefully decorated areas with long billowing 
drapes that waft in the breeze. 

‘Who built this place?’ is a question that I heard 
often repeated as guests escaped the heat into 
its cool and relaxing spaces. The answer is André 
Louw. Over the past 10 years he has masterminded 
a succession of stunning places, including Kulala 
Desert Lodge at Sossusvlei, Villa Verdi in Windhoek, 
Mowani in Damaraland (see page 50) and, more 
recently, the four lodges at Onguma. All fi t boldly 
and beautifully into their surroundings, and 
yet each is designed and furnished in a unique 
individual style.

Onguma The Fort opened its doors in August 
2007, exactly 100 years after Etosha was 

Onguma Game Reserve
Etosha National Park  

NAMIBIA

DESERT FORTRESS

The Fort overlooks the vast 

emptiness of Etosha’s Fisher’s 

Pan, home to camelthorn trees 

and a variety of wild animals. 

The waterhole immediately 

in front of the lodge attracts 

animals throughout the day, 

including lion, zebra, oryx, 

wildebeest and giraffe.

R
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proclaimed as a game reserve. It is located on the 
34 000-hectare Onguma Private Game Reserve 
adjoining the endless white plains of Etosha’s 
Fisher’s Pan.  The Fort has 12 generous Bush Suites, 
placed 50 metres apart for complete privacy, and 
the Sultan Suite in the main fort complex. Each 
suite is designed as a mini-fort, with its own 

viewing tower on which you can enjoy a drink, 
fi nish your book or just simply gaze out across 
the plains. There are indoor and outdoor showers, 
luxurious fi ttings and wonderful views from a 
private deck. The suites have their own fi replaces 
for winter and specially designed, environmentally 
friendly air-coolers for the summer.

O N G U M A  S A F A R I  C A M P S

Spend your days relaxing by the poolside or enjoying the tranquillity of the huge open spaces. Or explore the 

bush on one of the game-drive vehicles and return to sundowners and exquisite sunsets, followed by dinner 

under the stars with wild animals at the lit waterhole as your companions.
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‘Forts are synonymous with deserts,’ says André Louw 

(opposite bottom right). ‘We obtained much of the 

inspiration from Morocco and combined it with some 

ideas of our own. The Fort needed to contrast with 

nature, and yet had to blend in at the same time … 

built for a few people in an oversized space … a place 

to live as kings and queens of your own castle.’
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Onguma Tree Top is the smallest and most 
intimate of the camps and is ideal for a small group 
of friends or family travelling together. This is where 
guests come to experience the bush in all its raw 
splendour. The camp fi ts in perfectly with the bush, 
and with its rustic appeal of wood, canvas, sticks and 
grass, it is a great spot to sit back with a chilled drink 
and wait for the animals to come to you. 

The four open-sided thatched rooms are 
comfortably equipped, with an outdoor shower 
and private viewing deck across the waterhole. All 
rooms are connected to the central dining area by 
wooden walkways. At sunset the drawbridge that 
links the camp to the wild is pulled up, and guests 
relax round the fi re while the chef prepares a 
hearty African dinner over the open coals. 

O N G U M A  S A F A R I  C A M P S

TREE TOP  All the rooms are built on stilts at tree level and 

overlook a reed-fringed waterhole where lion, giraffe, jackal 

and many antelope frequently visit. 
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Etosha National Park and 
its surrounds

There are no fences around Onguma’s camps – I saw lion from 
my bed at Tree Top, leopard from the dining area at Tented 

Camp and 12 giraffe from my room at The Fort. A stay here means 
guests have almost exclusive access to 34 000 hectares of bush 
where more than 30 species of mammal are found, including 
black rhino. The beauty of staying on a private concession means 
that you have the opportunity to go on night drives and on walk-
ing trails, which are privileges not allowed in most national parks. 

Onguma’s open vehicles also take daily game drives into 
Etosha and this is something that should not be missed. The 
21 365-square-kilometre park is one of the great game reserves of 
Africa. At its heart is the vast Etosha Pan, which is 130 kilometres 
long and 20 kilometres wide. The edge of the pan has natural 
seepage points that enable a variety of species to survive in the 
surrounding woodlands … and here, in the cool shade of the trees, 
lion and cheetah await their prey. 

When Onguma Tented Camp opened in 2005 
it, too, had critical acclaim from architectural 
magazines. 

Each of the seven safari tents looks out onto 
an exquisite palm-fringed waterhole where many 
wild animals come to drink ... even the outdoor 
shower area has a view of the waterhole! There 
is also a swimming pool and tented lounge and 
dining areas. 

C L A S S I C  S A F A R I  C A M P S  O F  A F R I C A

TENTED CAMP  ‘We chose browns, whites and greys for this camp, with a touch of green,’ 

says André. ‘All are colours of nature – you will fi nd each one of them in a lion’s mane or in an 

elephant’s skin.’ 
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The old people say God made Namibia in a fi t of anger – but that was a long time 

ago. Today the soothing elements at Okahirongo seem to calm the savage wilderness.

61C L A S S I C  S A F A R I  C A M P S  O F  A F R I C A

kahirongo has a stupefying and remote 
location. It lies in the Purros Conservancy in 

Namibia’s northernmost Kaokoland region, about 
55 kilometres inland from the Skeleton Coast. 
Evocative Elephant Lodge looks onto the Hoarusib 
River – a lush linear oasis of palms, camelthorn 
and winterthorn trees that runs west through 
the gnarled hills and dry gravel plains to the sea. 
Although dry for much of the year it has permanent 
spring water that sustains the needs of the 
nomadic Himba dwellers, as well as thirsty lines of 
desert-adapted elephants, grouchy lone black rhinos 
and also dazzling journeys of giraffes. 

The lodge lies 12 hours by road or about  two 
hours by light aircraft from the Namibian capital 
of Windhoek. Only the most intrepid of travellers 
make this journey, but once they have arrived they 
will certainly not want to leave. There’s an old saying 
about Namibia, that you cry twice – fi rst when you 
arrive, and then again when you have to leave. This 
is certainly true of Okahirongo. ‘We wanted to make 
people feel at home here,’ confi des Rosella Mauri 
and Lucia Vullo, the two stylish partners from Milan 

who, together with Namibian shareholder and 
camp general manager Pieter de Wet, are the brains 
behind the beauty of this organically resplendent 
lodge that seems to have grown out of the very 
ground on which it stands. 

The architecture is simple yet elegant with 
seductively curving terracotta walls, sensual lines 
and brazen open spaces that act as frames to the 
inspirational views of the surrounding plains and 
mountains – vistas that change colour and mood 
with the changing desert light. The interiors are 
decorated with African arts and crafts including 
potent fertility statues from Gabon, a king’s walking 
sticks from Cameroon, a bronze throne from Mali, 
a pygmy wedding bed and beaded Yoruba chairs 
from Nigeria.

While the stucco exterior textures echo the 
landscape, the layout of the lodge borrows 
from classical Italian villa, built as it is around a 
swimming pool. The rooms are widely spaced with 
private gazebos and very roomy and comfortable 
bathrooms that feature large baths as well as indoor 
and outdoor showers. 

Elephant Camp looks out over 

the Hoarusib River – a place 

where desert elephants are 

often encountered on game 

drives. The living areas have 

an easy fl ow out to a pool in a 

way which is reminiscent of a 

classical Italian villa (opposite).

Okahirongo Elephant Lodge
Kaokoland

NAMIBIA

O
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The desert-adapted elephants of Namibia are quite 
unlike others that you will see in Africa – and 

so is their dry environment. Unlike other elephants 
that drink more than 100 litres a day, these desert 
dwellers can go up to seven days without water and 
may walk up to 100 kilometres in a single day.  They are 
more careful of their environment than their savanna 
cousins, rarely breaking off branches or fl attening trees, 
conscious they will need this food source on another 
day. Desert elephants are larger and quite a bit thinner 
than their better-fed relatives. Their stressful living 
conditions, and the fact that they are confi ned mostly 
to the narrow riverbeds, mean that these elephants are 
also extremely wary of humans and vehicles. Guides 
exercise extreme caution when approaching these 
intriguing creatures.

unique desert elephants

O K A H I R O N G O  E L E P H A N T  C A M P

a window back in time to when all humans lived a 
state of grace and at one with nature. Then to pay 
your regards to the children at Purros Primary School 
to appreciate the time-spanning bridge it represents 
between the Stone and Atomic ages. 

Okahirongo means ‘a piece of ground’ and in 
return for the lease of the land the lodge employs 
most of  its staff and guides from the local 
community, with a percentage of the takings paid to 
them as concession fees. 

The rooms and living areas have been 

exquisitely decorated with artworks and 

furniture sourced from throughout Africa.
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The dining includes a fusion of Italian and 
Namibian cuisine, including fresh green salads, 
crispy focaccia, extra-virgin olive oil, home-made 
coconut Italian ice cream and reputedly the best 
espresso in Namibia. Also on the menu are, of 
course, the free-range meats for which the country 
is famous. 

It is said the essence of Namibia is its landscapes 
even more than its wildlife, but at Okahirongo 
you will be fortunate and delighted to fi nd an 
abundance of both. On game drives you are likely to 
enjoy outstanding sightings of the desert-adapted 
elephants as they make their way along the sandy 
bed of the Hoarusib River. Other game in the area 
includes springbok, oryx (known locally as gemsbok),  
while the birdlife includes ostriches and other 
excellent species. 

Make a point of getting to some elevated view 
site at sunset to see how the granitic mountains 
and sweeping gravel plains that are unique to this 
untamed corner of Africa are transformed by a wash 
of pink and orange. You also cannot afford to miss a 
visit to a local Himba village. There you’ll experience  

Whether you are standing 

on a mountain top at sunset 

or lounging on your private 

veranda, the Kaokoland’s wide 

open spaces and endless views 

are entrancing.
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Welcome to the fantastical world of River Camp, 
which will take many days to reveal its varied 
moods. The camp consists of ochre-coloured 
plastered walls, timber and canvas, and seems to 
sit very lightly in its spectacular environment. As 
at its sister camp, the food is a fusion of Italian and 
Namibian fl avours. At River Camp the emphasis is 
focused on relaxing in the effortless atmosphere. 
The rooms are all individually decorated: each has 
indoor and outdoor showers to take advantage 
of varying conditions, and offers state-of-the-art 
chromotherapy facilities. The canvas sides of the 
structures can be rolled up at night so you sleep 
with a light breeze fi ltering through the netting 
into the room and the sounds of the rushing rapids 
rising up from the river.

The lodge offers cruises along the Kunene 
River where you slip between the tall ramparts 
of mountains and stop here and there to chat to 
Himba women and children as they go about their 
daily chores. You can also enjoy riverside picnics, 
fi shing, walking and spectacular nature drives. But 
maybe you’ll mostly just want to sit in a puddle 
of shade beside the rim-fl ow swimming pool and 
enjoy the spectacular views and the thrill of this 
faraway wonderland.

The lodge is situated at the end 

of the beautiful Marienfl uss 

Valley (above) and looks over 

the jagged peaks that mark 

Namibia’s border with Angola.
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          f Okahirongo Elephant Camp seems remote, 
        then its sister River Camp in the Marienfl uss 
Valley is like an oasis at the end of the earth. It lies 
200 kilometres deeper into Kaokoland in a lunar 
landscape of gravel plains and ancient volcanic 
mountains streaked with refl ecting mica, schist, 
quartz crystals and marble. Most guests arrive by 
air, but the brave will venture across the dauntingly 
bumpy mountain road marked only by a single red 
drum. When I was there the valley was carpeted by 
a soft yellow canvas of grass punctuated by wide 
‘fairy circles’ (the work, it is thought, of subterranean 
termites) and framed by the  black peaks of the 
Hartmann’s Mountains. Ostriches, springbok, oryx 
and korhaans will dance away from the vehicle and 
clouds of queleas rise and fall like a canvas awning 
caught by the wind. The Himba people who gather 

in their stick-and-mud huts and beneath trees will be 
the only other signs of life in this vast wilderness.

On the rim of the valley you’ll see a green ribbon 
of winterthorns and palm trees. Ahead lie the 
rapids of the Kunene River and the jagged peaks 
that guard the way forward into Angola. It is in 
this most desolate and beguiling of settings that 
you’ll fi nd Okahirongo River Camp and suspect 
that you have slipped into a heat-induced illusion 
and it’s all just a mirage. At the lodge entrance two 
Chiwara antelope statues from Mali invite you into 
the cool interior decorated with pygmy beds from 
Cameroon, a beaded throne from Nigeria and other 
African curios, and to the edge of a rim-fl ow pool 
with yet more enticing views beyond. High on the 
craggy cliffs you’ll see fi ve luxury tents that surely 
must be the manifestation of hallucination.

Okahirongo River Camp

Okahirongo River Camp 

and its stunning rooms are 

dramatically situated on the 

shore of the Kunene River – 

a place which Nomadic Himba 

pastoralists (below right) also 

call home. 

Kaokoland
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